
Bible Time for Toddler/Twos 
Scope and Sequence & Introductory Material

INTRODUCTION

Welcome to PlaySongs Bible Time for Toddlers and Twos.  The theme of this four-
quarter curriculum is “Let’s Thank God”:
Fall Quarter - Thank You, God, for My World
Winter Quarter - Thank You, God, for Jesus
Spring Quarter - Thank You, God, for Me
Summer Quarter - Thank You, God, for My Family

Let’s Look at Some Basics:

•  Toddler-Twos don’t understand the flow of time.
For a toddler-two, the time from one Sunday to the next seems like an eternity.   This 

age child doesn’t string together, in time order, the Bible stories told from week to week.  
When you say, “A long time ago, there was a man named Abraham,” the preschool mind 
interprets it as yesterday.  To them, that was a long time ago.  So Bible stories are not 
covered in biblical order in this curriculum.  Instead, PlaySongs Bible Time for Toddlers and 
Twos incorporates very simple Bible stories which support the weekly age-appropriate 
themes.  The toddler-two is still being introduced to God, so themes focus on God’s love, 
God’s care, and the toddler-two’s response of thankfulness.  

•  Toddler-Twos are self-focused and independent.
At the beginning of the toddler-two stage, children are still very self-focused.  They are 

becoming aware that they are individuals in their own right, separate and apart from parents 
and caregivers.  So they assert their independence.  However, at about age 2 1/2, 
preschoolers begin “perspective taking.”  That means they begin to realize that others have 
rights, feelings, opinions, and possessions.  The self-focus is still there, but a sensitivity to 
others begins.  This curriculum takes advantage of these changes.  At first, the lessons 
center around thank-fulness for God’s creativity, love, and care, relating these to the child 
and his everyday experiences.  By the fourth quarter, however, the focus deepens to include 
helping, obeying, taking turns, and cooperating.

•  Toddler-Twos learn by imitation and repetition.
Toddler-twos often imitate the significant adults in their lives.  If they see parents and 

caregivers pray and read their Bibles, they will usually imitate them.   If they hear words, 
rhymes, and songs over and over again, toddler-twos will begin repeating these words, 
rhymes, and songs themselves.  Toddler-twos also learn by touching and doing.  So 
PlaySongs Bible Time for Toddlers and Twos relies heavily on teacher interaction with 
children as teachers model and repeat the important themes of the lessons and guide the 
children into experiences that enrich their understanding of God’s creativity, love, and care.

•  Toddler-Twos are sensitive to music:  melody and rhythm.
PlaySongs Bible Time is a song-filled curriculum, just as the name implies.  A 



preschooler’s short attention span can often be held and strengthened by songs when the 
child seems oblivious to spoken words.  The simple melodies and rhythms repeated in 
childhood stay in the heart and mind for a lifetime.  So key truths, themes, and verses in 
PlaySongs Bible Time are presented not only in spoken words, but also in song.

•  Toddler-Twos are attracted to sensory experiences and action.
Toddler-twos will gravitate toward any place where there is something going on that’s 

interesting, active, musical, colorful, tasty, or fun to touch or hold.  But occasionally they need 
someone to draw their attention to these activities.  Teachers must sometimes bring 
activities to toddler-twos.  At other times, teachers will have to help toddler-twos go to where 
the activities are.

•  Toddler-Twos need supervision and help.
Toddler-twos need help and/or close supervision as they learn.  A teacher-child ratio 

of one teacher for every six toddler-twos is very important for quality care-giving.  When 
recruiting helpers and teachers, remember that grandparents and teenagers are often 
overlooked, but can be valuable members of a teaching team.

•  Toddler-Twos have a very short attention span.
While some children are more distractible than others, most toddler-twos move 

quickly from one interest to another.  They live in the immediate present and will pursue 
whatever catches their attention.  In order to present and guide activities and stories to young 
children, teachers must catch and hold their attention.  Teachers must also be ready to move 
to a new activity when the children are ready to move on.  So PlaySongs Bible Time has 
many activity choices which can expand and contract to fit children’s needs.

WALK THROUGH A LESSON

Scripture There is one Bible verse for each quarter, emphasizing the quarter’s theme.  
The 

verse is sung to a simple melody.  With repetition week after week, it becomes 
a 

memory verse that the children can sing themselves.

Bible Story The Bible stories are very simple, each concentrating on a single incident or 
truth that 

is relevant to toddler-twos.  Still, teachers should read the scripture reference in 
preparation for classtime, asking God to renew their own awe at His simple 

truths.

Goal The goals for toddler-twos are simple, focused on being first aware and then 
thankful 

for God’s creation, God’s love, and God’s care.  Quarter four begins to include 
obedience, helping, and other ways that toddler-twos relate to family and 

caregivers.

Today’s Teacher Task



This tells the teacher exactly the phrases that need to be repeated over and over again 
as appropriate during every activity throughout class time.  These phrases point out and 
describe the focus of the lesson.  The repetition of these phrases and the recommended 
songs will help the children learn the lesson for the day.  If you sign “Thank you” as you say 
it, the children will soon learn to sign it as well, so that even the non-verbal children can say, 
“Thanks.”

Touch the lips with the fingertips of one or both hands.  Move hands forward until palms face 
up.

INTRODUCTION
Class time starts when the first child arrives.  Teachers should be available and ready 

to greet each child and his or her parents as they arrive.  One teacher can already be 
involved in the introductory activity as the children arrive, so that there is something of active 
sensory interest going on that will appeal to the child’s desire to watch or participate.  
Encourage the children to join this activity.

You may prefer to have two or three activities from the lesson already in progress so 
that the children can be guided into more than one group.  Or you may allow the children to 
begin their class time in free play with the some of the materials that will be part of the 
activities later in class (blocks or trucks, toy animals, dress-ups, etc.)  In this case, as you 
supervise their play, say the phrases from the Teacher Task for the day when appropriate.  
This is one of the most important things you’ll do related to the goal of the lesson, and it can 
be repeated at any time during class, including this introduction time.

LARGE GROUP TIME
Use the song “Come to the Circle” as the cue for the children to gather.  After a few 

weeks, this will become a comfortable routine for them.  If you have small, comfortable 
chairs, they can sit in these for the group time.  Or you can let them sit around you on a rug.  It 
will be helpful to gather for the large group time in the same area of the room each week so 
the children will know what to expect.  Consider providing a small teddy bear or other stuffed 
animal for each child to hold as they try to sit still.  It’s best if all the animals are alike, so that 
children don’t feel the need to fuss over the possession of a certain animal.  You can set 
these animals on the chairs or the rug just before story time, so that the children know they 
will find their “story bear” waiting for them as they gather.  

BIBLE STORY
Simple and fast, interesting and repetitive.  These are principles to keep in mind when 

telling Bible stories to very young children.  Make the story almost like a game.  Show 
pictures and objects.  Let children touch and hold as much as possible.  Sing the story to 
hold their attention.  Repeat key phrases rhythmically and with expression.

Songs and Movement
You will find the same songs recommended in almost every lesson this quarter.  

Children feel comfortable with routine and enjoy knowing what to expect.  As you sing these 



songs week after week, the children will come to know them and will be inclined to join as 
you sing.  Feel free to substitute other songs that you know are appropriate for young 
children.  Songs with hand motions are especially interesting for them.  

Prayer
Model prayer by folding your hands and bowing your head.  Ask them to say the prayer 

after you, phrase by phrase.  Do it the same way week after week.  They will learn to follow 
your lead and copy you.  If you need to hold the children’s attention, you can sing the prayer.  
You’ll find the music on a page following lesson 1.

EXPLORE-A-BINS
Although you may have different areas of your room specifically dedicated to block 

play, housekeeping play, or books, each week concentrates on specific props that can be 
used in these areas as well as in other activities.  Bins can help you bring new activity tools 
and props into the room, and they provide a way to catch attention as you start a new activity:

“Let’s see what’s in our art bin today.”  
“I wonder what’s in here.  Jonathan, can you look and see?”  
“Open this bin, Clay, and let’s find out what’s inside.”

You don’t have to use all the suggested activities each week.  Choose the ones you 
want based on the materials you have available, the help you have available, and the 
interests of the children.  You will notice that some bins recommend more than one activity to 
accommodate the short attention span of the children.

Use large plastic tub-like bins with snap-on lids.  They don’t all have to be the same size, 
although for easy storage, it will help if they are stackable.  The Science-Math and Dramatic 
Play props fit better in larger bins.  Recommended bins are:
The Art Bin - Most art activities are sensory in nature.  Toddler-twos are more interested in 
the process than the product, although they will often create a very interesting product.  For 
some activities, smocks are recommended.  These can be made out of old shirts.  A plastic 
tablecloth makes a good work surface.

The Science-Math Bin - This bin contains items that challenge the child’s curiosity in the 
area of counting, nature, building, matching, and other skills that are foundational to learning 
in science and math.

The Look and Listen Bin - This bin contains books and CDs/DVDs that encourage the child 
to look and listen.  This is a quieter, less active time.

The Creative Movement Bin - These songs and rhymes are participatory.  Sometimes 
CDs/DVDs are recommended, but they are used to encourage the children to move actively 
in response to what they see and hear.  Many of the songs and rhymes require no materials.  

The Dramatic Play Bin - This bin contains items that encourage the child to practice different 
roles through pretend.  There may be dress-ups, baby dolls, stuffed animals, kitchen props, 
store props, etc.

The Snack Bin - The recommended snack for each week provides another opportunity to 



emphasize the theme of the lesson.  

Free Play - The last activity is not a bin, but an opportunity for children to play freely with 
classroom materials and bin props.  However, teachers who observe the play choices the 
children make, and watch what the children do, can continue to use the Teacher Task 
phrases to link what the children do to the theme and goal of the lesson.

If you have a large number of children:
Place the explore-a-bins in different areas of the room.  Assign one teacher to six 

children.  Teachers move their six children through the different areas, doing the activities 
with their children, or teachers help their own group as the entire class of children does the 
same activity.

If you have only a few children:
Bring out the explore-a-bins one by one, doing the activities together.  You may still 

choose to move to different locations in the room for different bins, just to provide a change 
of setting.

All activities relate to God’s creation, care, and love, and our thankful response.

Materials:
Most of the materials recommended are simple, easy to find, and inexpensive.  A 

complete list of materials for this quarter can be found in the appendix.

Procedure:
As you do the activities with the children, remember to relax and have fun with the 

children.  To them, this is directed play.  

Discuss:
Some toddler-twos are verbal and some are not.  They may not really “discuss” with 

you.  They may not answer your questions.  So your “discussion” may be fairly one-sided.  
The most important thing to remember at this time is the Teacher Task for the day.  Watch 
what the children do.  Describe what they do.  Repeat the phrase for the day whenever 
appropriate, and use the thank you song to support your point.

Adapting PLAYSONGS® Bible Time Curriculum
for a Daily Classroom Setting

The PLAYSONGS® Bible Time Curriculum is easily adaptable for use in the daily classroom 
setting.  Each age level provides 52 weeks of lessons!  Simply follow the sample lesson 
plan below for a five-day format.

Theme of the Week:  Title of Lesson

Scripture to Memorize:  Located at the beginning of each week’s lesson plan

Introductory Activity:  Incorporate this activity into one of the daily Large Group Times



Large Group Time:  This includes the Bible Story, Songs and Movement time, and a Prayer 
time

Explore-A-Bin Activities:  Choose one or two activities from the assortment of activities 
included in each week’s lesson.  If you prefer a more structured routine, choose the activities 
in the same order each day of the week.  For example, Tuesday is science-math activity day.  
Wednesday is arts and crafts day, and so on.  Choose as many activities as classtime 
allows.  If all Explor-A-Bin activities have been completed by mid-week, the children can 
repeat the ones they especially enjoyed or supplement with activities from Karyn Henley’s 
Bible story activitiy books.

Sample Week

These are only suggestions.  Do these activities in any order you prefer or incorporate your 
own ideas.

Day 1 Have Large Group Time followed by the Introduction activity and one 
Explore-A-Bin activity.

Day 2 During Large Group Time repeat the Bible story but let the children fill in the
“blanks” as you tel it.  Choose one or two Explore-A-Bin activities.

Day 3 During Large Group Time have the children act out the week’s Bible story.  
Choose one or two Explore-A-Bin activities.

Day 4 During Large Group Time allow the children to take turns telling the week’s 
Bible story.  Choose one or two Explore-A-Bin activities.

Day 5 For Large Group Time choose a book, CD, or DVD from the “Look and Listen 
Bin” to read or listen to.  Discuss how the book, CD or DVD relates to the Bible 
story.  If time allows choose another Explore-A-Bin activity.

CONNECT WITH PARENTS

Parents enjoy knowing what their children are doing and learning.  Many parents feel more 
confident leaving their children with you if they know what will be happening in your class.  
You can enrich the children’s family life by communicating with the parents.  There are 
several ways to do this.  

• Twos Clues
Send each family a postcard once a quarter or once a month with helpful information
about  the toddler-two stage.  There are three of these at the back of this book for your
use, or you can make your own, geared to the needs of your group.

• Tote Notes
Keep pens and a stack of large colored index cards close by, but out of the children’s 
reach.  When a child accomplishes something new or does something fun or 



interesting, jot it down on a note and put it in the tote or diaper bag so that his parents
will discover it later.  If you can’t do this during class, try to remember after class, 
and prepare the note for next week.

• Look At Me! Board
Keep a camera loaded and handy to take photos of children doing interesting things 
in class.   Or have a volunteer come into class periodically to take photos.  Then post 
them on a bulletin board outside the classroom so parents can see their children in 
class.

• Parent Observers
Invite parents to come and observe your class in progress.  Many parents enjoy it so 
much  that they volunteer to become helpers and teachers.

Lesson Outlines by Quarter

THANK YOU, GOD, FOR MY WORLD

Scripture for Quarter 1:
“In the beginning, God created (made) the sky and the earth.”  Genesis 1:1, NCV
“It was very good.”  Genesis 1:31, NCV
1. Thank You, God, for Sun and Clouds - Creation  
2. Thank You, God, for Night and Moon and Stars - Creation  
3. Thank You, God, for Dirt and Rocks and Sand - Creation
4. Thank You, God, for Water - Creation
5. Thank You, God, for Plants - Creation
6. Thank You, God, for Animals - Creation
7. Thank You, God, for Textures - Creation
8. Thank You, God, for Smells - Creation
9. Thank You, God, for Flavors - Abraham’s Visitors
10. Thank You, God, for Sounds - David Sang
11. Thank You, God, for Sizes - Noah: Creatures Large and Small
12. Thank You, God, for Weather - Noah and the Rain
13. Thank You, God, for Colors - The Rainbow

THANK YOU, GOD, FOR JESUS

Scripture for Quarter 2:
“I thank God.”    2 Timothy 1:3a, NIV
1. An Angel Comes to Mary, Luke 1:26-38   
2. Baby Jesus in a Manger, Luke 2:4-7   
3. Shepherds Go to See Baby Jesus, Luke 2:8-18
4. Wise Men Go to See Baby Jesus, Matthew 2:1-12
5. Boy Jesus Grew, Luke 2:52
6. Jesus and the Children, Matthew 19:13-15
7. Jesus Feeds 5,000 People, John 6:5-13
8. Zacchaeus, Luke 19:1-6



9. One Man Says, “Thank You,” Luke 17:11-19
10. The Sick Boy, John 4:46-53
11. Jesus Stops a Storm, Mark 4:35-41
12. Jesus Chooses Friends, Luke 6:13-16
13. Jesus Prayed, Luke 6:12

THANK YOU, GOD, FOR ME
Scripture for Quarter 3:
“I am. . .wonderfully made.”  Psalm 139:14a, NIV
1.  My Nose:  Perfume for Jesus, John 12:3   
2.  My Mouth:  Children Praise Jesus, Matthew 21:15   
3.  My Eyes:  Blind Bartimaeus, Mark 10:46-52  
4.  My Ears:  Mary and Martha, Luke 10:38-42  
5.   My Hands and Fingers:  Making a Cake for Elijah, 1 Kings 17:7-16
6. I Sing - Palm Sunday: Triumphal Entry, Matthew 21:7-9
7. I Celebrate Happy Days:  The Resurrection, Matthew 28:1-8
8.  My Feet and Toes:  A Lame Man Walks, Matthew 9:2-7
9.  My Legs and Knees:  Jesus Heals a Lame Man, John 5:1-9
10.  My Bathtime:  Jesus Washes His Friends’ Feet, John 13:3-5
11. My Food:  God Gives His People Manna, Exodus 16:13-15
12. My Clothes:  Joseph’s Coat, Genesis 37:3
13. I Grow:  Samuel’s New Coat, 1 Samuel 2:18, 19

THANK YOU, GOD, FOR MY FAMILY
Scripture for Quarter 4:
“Children, obey your parents.”  Ephesians 6:1
1. Mommies and Daddies:  Adam and Eve, Gen. 1:27, 2:18-23, and 4:1,2   
2. Babies:  Miriam and Baby Moses, Exodus 2:1-4   
3. Grandmothers and Grandads:  Naomi, Ruth 4:13-17
4. Pets:  Rachel and her Sheep, Genesis 29:9-10  
5. A Place to Live:  Elisha’s Room, 2 Kings 4:8-10  
6. My Bed and Pillow:  Jacob’s Dream, Genesis 28:10-16  
7. My Car Seat:  Jacob’s Family Travels, Genesis 31:17,18  
8. I Help:  Samuel Helps Eli, 1 Samuel 3:1
9. I Say Yes, I Will Obey:  Jars of Oil, 2 Kings 4:1-7
10. I Take Turns:  Jonathan and David, 1 Samuel 18:3, 4
11. I Ask for What I Want:  A Servant Asks for Water, Genesis 24:15-18
12. I Wait for What I Want:  Abraham and Sarah’s Baby, Gen. 18:10, 21:1-3
13. I Cooperate with Friends:  The Big Catch of Fish, Luke 5:1-7


